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82 Life and Corresponidence of Sir Thomas Munro, 


achemes of amusement or hazard; and a vigorous constitution of 
body fitted him well for those athletic and healthy sports in which 
he appears to have delighted and excelled—particularly swimming, 
for which he retained a great partiality in after life.” At the age 
of thirteen, he was entered at Glasgow college, where he made 
be in the usual studies of the place, except, probably, 








metaphysics, of which, as forced on the attention of the very young 
mind after the Scotch fashion,—now, we hope, on the decline— 
he long afterwards thus expresses his opinion : 


«The cold, lifeless reasoning which is prematurely forced upon an 

tnfortunate student at a college, is as different from the vigorous con 
ception which is caught from mingling with general society, as an 
animated body from its shadow. It iv distressing that we should per- 
severe in the absurd practice of stifling the young ideas of boys of 
fourteen and fifteen with logic. A few pages of history give more in~ 
sight into the human mind, and in a more agreeable manner, than all 
the metaphysical volumes that ever were published. The men who 
have made the greatest figure in public life, and have been niost cele 
brated for their knowledge of mankind, probably never consulted any 
of these sages from Aristotle downwards.'—vol. i, p. 170. 
He was now adevourer of books; and at sixteen, being justly told 
that no English translation can convey an adequate notion of 
£ Don Quixote,’ he made himself a sufficient master of Spanish to 
relish his favourite romance in the original,—a trait of zeal and 
enthusiasm which ought to have been more valuable in the eyes 
of his parents than a whole hamper of prize books. 

When it became time to fix on a profession for life, a short ex- 
periment was made by him in the mercantile line, contrary to his 
own inclinations, and in compliance with the wishes of his father, 
who was member of a firm that caried on dealings with some of 
the North American states. ‘Ihe act 6f confiscation, passed by 
Congress in 1776, became the ruin of this house the father 
was reduced to a state of distress, which, in after life, it remained 
the geneious care of his sons, more particulurly of the subject of 
these memoirs, to alleviate. The next step was to rate young 
Mumo as a midshipman on boad the Company's ship Waipole; 
but this was, soon after, fortunately commuted for a Madras 
cadetship, and in the year 1779 he proceeded to the scene of 
his future 
formidable si 
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Con'rary to what Mr. Gleig insinuates, Munro wax most kindly received by some of 
his countrymen at Madras, to whom he carried letters «f introduction from his native 
lace We hase h 'd to see letters, dated ferty years alter, in which he acknow- 
edged, with the tude, selid services rencered to him at this critieal 
period by uur biographer as having put off the 
Joung avpirant with smovth words and a di 
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in the United Kingdom. 263 
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Distress of the Country, 203 
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‘The annual supply may be stated as follows: 
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Life of Bishop Heber. 379 


A manne childe of vii yere age, 
‘Thereof he seathed his pottage. 

Everie knight who went that waye 

His nose and ears was fain to paye, 

Sothely as the Romaunts telle, 

For the Dyner of Pantagruelle. et entoyt digne 
In all the londes of Ethiope’, wr 

Was ne 20 worthy a kynge as hee. 


And so the Romaunt of the ‘ purple faucon’ goes gossiping 
on as how 
His Ladye that hyghte Cecilee, 
And thereto sange shee 
Alle into Grekish, as shee colde best ;— 
Lambeth, Sadeck, Apocatest 
Namely, “ My love yf thou wouldest wynne 
Bring with thee a purple faucon ynne.” 


The second fytte, like its prototypes of ancient fame, almost 
rises into poetry. 
Icy commence le ii Chant du bon Roy Pantagruelle. 
Lysten Lordynges to the tale 
Of Pantagruelle and hys travayle; 
He through many a lande has gone, 
Pantagruelle hymself alone: 
Many a hylle most hyghe has clome, 
Many a broade rivere has swome. 
He paste through Carthage and Picardie, _Se= Voyages. 
Babylon, Scotland, and Italie ; 
And asked of alle as yt befelle, 
But of no adventure herde he telle, 
Till after many a wearie daye, 
Lyghtly he came toa foreste graye: 
Manie an auncient oke did growe, 
Doddered and fringed with mysletoe; 


Manie an ashe of paly hue 
Whyspered in everie breeze that blew. Le Serment de 
Pantagruelle hath sworne byMahoune, = "**er™tit- 
Bye Termagaunt and by Abadoune, 


Bye Venus, that was so stern and stronge, 
‘And Apollin with hornes longe, 


And other fiends of Maumetrye, 
That the ende of that foreste he would see. 
Lysten Lordynges the soothe I tell ; ie Boreit en: 


fothing was true that here befelle, 
But all the okes that flourished ao free, 
Flourished only in grammarie. 
In that same foreste nothing grewe 
But broad and darke the boughes of yew ; 
Sothely 

















































































































































































































































































































Southey’s Life of John Bunyan. 481 


that; for the Devil told me of it before I was out of the pulpit.” This 
anecdote authenticates itself.” 

He died at no very late period of life, from the conse- 
quences of a labour of friendship. He had undertaken a journey 
to prevail upon a friend not to disinherit his son; caught cold 
in returning to London, and was carried off by a fever. His 
epitaph is in these words :— 

‘Mr. John Bunyan, Author of the Pilgrim's Progress. ob. 12 Aug. 
1688, xt, 60. 

The Pilgrim’s Progress now is finished, 
And death has laid him in his earthly bed.’ 

Of the first appearance of this celebrated parable, Mr. Southey’s 
diligence has preserved the following notices :— 

‘It is not known in what year the Pilgrim’s Progress was first 
published, no copy of the first edition having as yet been discovered : 
the second is in the British Museum ; it is “ with additions,” and its 
date is 1678: but as the book is known to have been written during 
Bunyan’s imprisonment, which terminated in 1672, it was probably 
published before his release, or at latest immediately after it. The 
earliest with which Mr. Major has been able to supply me, either by 
means of his own diligent inquiries, or the kindness of his friends, is 
on” so humorously introduced by Gay, and 
'-cho-las Bod-ding-ton, but for Nathanael Ponder, 
at the Peacock in the Poultrey, near the Church, 1682; for whom 
also the ninth was published in 1684, and the tenth in 1685. All 
these no doubt were large impressions.” 

When the astonishing success of the Pilgrim's Progress had 
raised a swarm of imitators, the author himself, according to 
the frequent fashion of the world, was accused of plagiarism, 
to which he made an indignant reply, in what he considered as 
verses, prefixed to his ‘ Holy War.’ 

* Some say the Pilgrim’s Progress is not mine, 
Insinuating as if { would shine 
In name and fame by the worth of another, 
Like some made rich by robbing of their brother ; 
Or that so fond I am of being Sire, 
T'll father bastards ; or if need require, 
Vl tell a lye in print, to get applause.— 
I scorn it; John such dirt-heap never was 
Since God converted him. Let this suffice 
To shew why I my Pilgrim patronize. 
It came from mine own heart, so to my head, 
And thence into my fingers trickled; 
Then to my pen, from whence immediately 
On paper I did dribble it daintily.’—p. Ixxxix. 
Mr. Southey has carefully examined this charge of supposed 
VOL, XLII, NO.LXXXVI, 9 21 imitation, 
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